A non-profit corporation to 

promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 

historical and architectural 
significance in New London, 

Connecticut, beginning with 

Union Railroad Station. 


MARK YOUR CALANDAR 


Sunday, March il, 2700 p.m, 


The third and final lecture in the 
series "Preservation: The State of Art" 
Elizabeth Mills Brown will present a slide 
show entitled, "The Hundred Years War" 

See article on page 4 for details. 


Monday, Marc y..PO,- F330" pe 


Monthly Board of Directors Meeting 
at Dr. Sprecace's office, 248 Montauk Avenue, 


New London. 


Sunday, June 10 
Save this date! NLL-URST, 


Inc. presents 


New London's Pequot Colony, a house tour of 
the summer community around the turn of 


the century. 

Please pay your dues promptly! 
a second billing hits us where 
hurt. 


The cost of 
we already 
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PES “A LANDMARK 

On January 29, 1979, the robust wood frame 
structure of the Pequot Engine Companyv, on 
Lower Boulevard in New London, was reduced 
to a mound of splintered rubble by the 
demolition bulldozer. After serving the 
city for over seventy vears, the building 
had outlived its usefulness as a viable 
fire station, and efforts at its preserva- 
tion for an alternative use or for its 
historical value were too little and too late. 


The station was erected in 1906, when resi- 
dents of the district of New London known 

as the Pequot Colony, and led by Colonel 

E. T. Kirkland, realized the need in that 
part of the city for adequate fire nrotection. 
The first piece of apparatus to 
be housed in the station was called a "jumper" 
a hand drawn cart that was little more than 

a box on wheels.. The station's bell was 
procured soon after to replace the use of the 
bell at Pequot Chapel to sound the alarm. 
(This bell has fortunately been preserved 

and will be reused in the new firehouse.) 


In 1922 the firehouse was enlarged to nearly 
twice its original size, an additional floor 
space was needed to house the new motorized 
equipment and for hose drying racks. This 
renovation entailed adding a second bay 
alongside the original, and changing the 
original gabled roof to a gambrel profile to 
embrace the structure's doubled width. Other 
architectural details were made to match the 
original. Except for minor changes, the 
building remained basically unchanged from 
1922 until its demolition. 


The Pequot Firehouse was certainly not an 
architectural masterpiece, but it was unusual 
in its use of the shingle style, which was 
generally reserved for residential buildings. 
Its details were thus typical of the shingle 
style popularized around the turn of the 
century by such prestigous architectural firms 
as McKim, Meade, and White. Typically, the 


Continued on page 4 
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After much criticism from the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, and growing concern from 
many quarters, the Coast Guard has undertaken 
to repair the Machine Shop roof at the Thames 
Shipyard, in imminent danger of collapse from 
winter snows and storms. Even the rigors of 

a comparatively mild winter, however, have 
caused further deterioration to other portions 
of the shipyard. The roof over the steam 
boiler supplying the head house for the marine 
railways has been extensively damaged bv high 
winds earlier this winter. 


The Coast Guard has also announced that the 
operations of the Thames Shipyard and Repair 
Company must cease and the yard vacated bv 
March 3lst. Aside from the acceleration of the 
forces of neglect which inevitably must follow 
the abandonment of the shipyard, the question 
of protection from fire and vandalism also 
arises. Currently, the tenants of the Thames 
Shipyard, the Wronowskis, provide this protec- 
tion. When thev are forced to vacate, the 
ability of the Coast Guard to do the same must 
be questioned. 


HURERRREE 


New London will lke the first port of call for 
the 1979 National Trust Cruise to New England! 


This annual cruise, sponsored by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, is one of 

the most popular offered by the Trust. The 
ship is the SS Independence, sailing from 
Haddam, Conn. on Julv 21st, and will dock at 
City Pier with its 75 passengers sometime 

that afternoon. NLL-URST Board members will 
give the passengers a short guided tour of the 
downtown area, focusing on Union Station, Bank 
Street and Starr Street. The cruise passeng- 
ers will then visit Mystic Seaport, returning 
to their boat in the late afternoon. 


The boat will be tied up at City Pier during 
the afternoon and evening, and will depart 
early Sunday morning for other New England 
Seaports. 


The 1978 cruise did use New London's City Pier 
but did not visit the City. The 1979 visit 

has been arranged by Carrie Makover, Board 
member of NLL-URST, working in conjunction with 
the National Turst and their travel agent, 
Williams World Travel. 


Further information on the cruise itself, 
which is open to all members of the National 
Turst, may be obtained from Williams World 
Travel, in New York City. 


jorganizational work ahead of time, 
;contact Sharon Churchill, 442-2118 
/Ryan, 442-5121, or write NLL-URST, 
‘P. O. Box 1134, New London, Conn. 
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THAN OLD ONES 


Post-war office buildings use 72% more energy 
than pre-1914 office buildings, according to 

a new study released by the Federal Department 
of Energy. 


This report reveals that while buildings 
erected prior to World War I consume an average 
of 65,000 British Thermal Units per square . 
foot annually, those built after 1946 average 
112,000 BTU's. A BTU is the energy required 

to increase the temperature of a pound of 
water by one degree Fahrenheit. 


The study, released by the Tishman Research 
Corp. and Syska & Hennessy, said the newer 
buildings were overheated, overcooled and 
overlighted. The researchers studied 1,037 
office buildings in New York City for three 
years. The buildings had a total of 250 
million square feet of space and were studied 
for energy consumption patterns in relation 
to occupancy, utilization and weather. 


The new buildings' centralized control 


systems do not allow for selective cuts in 


energy when buildings were vacant or under- 
utilized, the researchers found. 


HOUSE TOUR 


Sunday, June 10 is the date for the next 
NLL-URST house tour. The tour is of New 
London's 'Pequot Colony" ~-the summer homes and 
cottages which sometimes caused New London to 
be called the "little Newport". The Pequot 
Colony flourished during the late 19th and 
early 20th century. 


Many wealthy families came from out of state 

to summer by the shore, while those with less 
would rent rooms in the Pequot House, a large 
hotel, or in some of its cottages which had 
been build to hold the overflow of hotel guests. 
The tour will evoke the spirit of the era. The 
traditional opening of the summer season was 
the Yale-Harvard Regatta, which will be June 9 
this year. The huge summer mansions, guaintl, 
referred to as cottages by their owners, as 


well as their servants homes, will be represent- 
ed on the tour along with former boarding 


houses and the Pequot Chapel, the non-denom- 
inational church used by the summer residents. 


,lf anyone is interested in volunteering help 


Or in 
please 
or Sally 
Inc., 
06320 


with the tour, either for that dav 


THE PRESERVATION WATCH 


New London, like many of its urban counter- 
parts, while furnished with a wealthy 
architectural heritage, has seen far more 
deterioration and major changes in its housing 
stock than wellkept smaller communities like 
Stonington. To the preservationist, this 
poses a dilemma: how to preserve our heritage 
without destroying it through well-meaning 
attempts at rehabilitation. We cannot, 
economically or socially, afford to restore 
New London's homes to their original condition. 
Museum-quality restorations, although nice to 
visit, are unsuited for the demands of modern 
living. Too, the cost of restoration is far 
more than any but the most wealthy can afford. 
And, while urban centers are attracting growing 
numbers of the affluent, the demand is not yet 
sufficient to enable wholesale restoration. 

To expect completely authentic restoration of 
buildings and homes in New London is unreal- 
istic: We must realize that middle and moder- 
ate income homewoners cannot afford the 

luxury of living in period houses. 


Yet the alarming trend to renovating homes to 
the complete neglect of architectural features 
must be noted: the removal of Greek Revival 
and Victorian trim to make way for aluminum 
siding and seamless gutters, the replacement 
of windows and doors with inappropriate 

modern catalog pieces, have changed many of 
our older homes to where they are indistin- 
guishable from the surburban split-level ranch. 


‘As with antiques, the value of historic 
architecture increases to the extent that it 
remains untouched and original, and diminishes 
as it is altered and modernized. The preserva- 
tion maxim, "it is better to preserve than 
repair, better to repair than restore, better 
to restore than reconstruct", should be our 
guide. The task of preservationists must be 
to educate the homeowner to the possibilities 
of retaining original features whenever feasible: 
‘if windows and doors are too far gone to 
save, to replace them with modern ones as close 
in style and harmonious in design to the house. 
Above all, to avoid the pitfall of removing 
old details merely because of their age. 


The rewards of attention to detail are more 
than aesthetic. Even when retention of 
Victorian gingerbread or other details calls 
for expenditure of more effort and labor, the 
homeowner is often rewarded with the satisfac- 
tion of having something unique. As apprecia- 
tion for nineteenth century (and early 
twentieth century) architecture increases, 

the owner may be rewarded with a more 

valuable price for this home when selling. 


The meaning and value of preservation is far 
more than saving and preserving in detail the 
mansions and palaces of the few: it can and 
should touch the lives of all. We are 
surrounded by our past as by the air we 
breathe, and yet are aware of it only rarely. 
Even seemingly trivial details: a piece of 
molding, an arched window, a worn granite 
step~ can remind us vividly that others were 
here before us, that we ourselves will belong 
one day to the past. The legacy we have 
inherited does not belong to us alone. We 
are caretakers for those who follow us, and 
by our stewardship of what has been left us, 
so we will be judged. 
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Dale Plummer 
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Membership Categories 


$3 Student/Senior Citizen 


5 Regular 
10 Family 


; Membership Application 


I enclose my remittance for $ 


$25 Contributor 


50 Patron 
150 Life 
for membership (s) in 


New London Landmarks--Union Railroad Station Trust, Inc. 


NAME: 


SS AT NL ETT TES EE ICSE EEE EE BEAT EOS SES ROC PCS ES CREE EG Ef OEE Sect tt cerns HAR peeenemtnanamenterecteemeeen 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


Return this application to: P. 0. Box 1134, New London, CT 06320 


Continued 
station sported white doors, window frames 
and sash, and gable ends, classical motifs 

such as broken pediments, dentils, and 
brackets, and of course the consistent use 
of unpainted cedar shingles as the exterior 
skin. The result was a utilitarian struc- 
ture that blended most harmoniously with 
the building fabric of the neighborhood, 
which boasts several other handsome shingle 
houses. 


As is the fate of too many older buildings, 
the Pequot station gradually became outmoded, 
until modern building and safety codes 
precluded its use as a working firehouse. 

In addition, several years of virtual neglect 
by its occupants led to extensive termite 
damage and a general deterioration of the 
exterior woodwork and shingles. Without a 
viable plan to either rehabilitate the 
structure for another use or move it to 
another site, and without public support for 
its historical value, the building was doomed. 
It will be replaced by a modern three bay 
brick structure that will undoubtedly serve 
more efficiently and safely than the old 
building, but there are many residents of 

the sixth district that will never forget 

the old wood station with its somewhat 
rustic charm and many years of quite service. 


Richard Gipstein 
HRHRKKEM 


NLL-URST, Inc. has sold the first copy of 

its film, "The Rescue of H. H. Richardson's 
Last Station", to the Connecticut Historical 
Commission. There have been Sane rentals 
to various organizations : 

If anyone is interested in showing the film, ~ 
or knows of any groups that might be interest- 
ed, please contact Claire Dale, in care of 
NLL-URST, Inc., P.O. Box 1134, New London, Ct. 


NLL_URST 
P. 0. Box 1134 
New London, CT 


DATED MATERIAL 


_NEW MEMBERS 


We welcome the following to our membership: 


New London 

Corinne Brown 

Thomas DiMaggio 

Ronald A. Field 
Katherine Hill 

Mr/Mrs Neil Humphreville 
Jennie B. Kalil 

Doris Murphy 


Mrs. Leon Bascom-Waterford 
Kathryn Eley-Quaker Hill 
Thomas H. Chappell-Mystic 
Richard Creviston-Waterford 
Warren B. Fish-Mystic 

Marjorie Hazard-Waterford 
Margaret Hazelwood-Quaker Hill 
John Plummer-Waterbury 


THE HUNDRED YEARS WAR 


The History of the Preservation Movement in 
Connecticut. 


On Sunday, March 11 at 2:00 p.m., Elizabeth 
Mills Brown will treat her audience to a 

slide show and talk at the Lyman Allyn Museum, 
as the third and final lecture in the series, 
Preservation: The State of the Art", sponsored 
og NLL-URST, Inc. 


Mrs. Brown is an Len eaStueal historian 
with a degree from Yale University. She is 
the author of several books on the history 
of New Haven and Guilford, and is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Connecticut 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 


The lecture is open to the public. There will 
be a reception following in the library at 
the Lyman Allyn Museum. There is an admission 


charge. 
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